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The Sufis ● Islam spread through Sufis, gentle, 
spiritual teachers that first appeared 
in the mid-600s.

● Sufi missionaries inspired people in the 
frontier areas of the Muslim world to 
convert to Islam.

● One reason for the Sufis success is that 
they emphasized devotion to Allah 
rather than demanding a complete 
understanding of Islamic teaching.

● The Wali Sanga were missionaries who 
brought Islam to the island of Java in 
what is today Indonesia.



The 
Safavid 
Empire

● At the beginning of the 1500s, the Safavids, 
under their leader Ismail, began a new 
dynasty that controlled Persia and much of 
what is today Iraq.

● The Safavids were Shia Muslims, who came in 
conflict with their Sunni Muslim neighbors, the 
Ottoman Empire.

● The Safavid Empire reached its height under 
Shah Abbas, and declined and then collapsed 
after his death.

● Persia then sank into a period of political and 
social disorder.



Shia Islam ● Shah Ismail made it mandatory for his 
empire’s Sunni Muslim population to 
convert to Shia Islam. Many Sunnis were 
killed or exiled during his reign.

● Shia and Sunni Muslims have conflicted 
over succession since the death of 
Muhammad, which led to a split in the 
community.

● The division between Shia and Sunni 
Muslims became permanent in 680.



The 
Development 
of Sikhism

• Sikhism began in response to the 
teachings of a man named Nanak, who 
lived in northern India from 1469 to 1539.

• According to Sikh tradition, Nanak 
received a vision from God when he was 
30 years old. He then traveled, spreading 
his message. He became the first guru.

• Banda Singh Bahadur led and defended 
the Sikh community against persecution, 
which continues today.

• Other Sikh gurus shaped Sikhism, building 
temples and compiling a holy book.



Guru Nanak



Sikhism Beliefs

● The three basic principles of Sikhism are honest 
living, sharing with the needy, and praying to one 
God.

● Sikhs believe that each individual can realize the 
divine on his or her own through devotion to God, 
truthful living, and service to humanity. 

● Modern Sikhs are expected to wear the Kakar, or 
the “5 Ks.”

○ -Kesh (uncut hair)

○ -Kanga (wooden comb to be used daily)

○ Kirpan (religious item resembling a knife)

○ Kara (metal bracelet that symbolizes the 
permanent nature of God and the unbreakable 
circle of the Sikh community

○ Kecchera (special article of clothing)



Summary:
How did 
Islam 
spread 
through 
Persia?

What are 
the basic 
beliefs of 
Sikhism?


